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April 8: At a press conference, President Jorge Serrano proposed that negotiations between the
government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) for a "total peace" begin
by April 20, in an as yet undetermined location. The talks would be the first direct meetings of rebel
leaders, senior government officials and army commanders. Serrano promised that the government
would attempt to ensure necessary conditions for the "full enjoyment of constitutionally guaranteed
political rights" of URNG members. He also proposed extending such guarantees to indigenous
groups ("Communities in Resistance") to promote legal reintegration into the nation's social
and political life. The meetings are to be organized by Francesc Vendrell, representative of UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, and the National Reconciliation Commission (CNR), led
by Bishop Rodolfo Quezada. Subsequent to discussions of a preliminary peace negotiations agenda,
President Serrano proposed that government and URNG representatives sign a preliminary accord
in Oslo, Norway. The negotiations on ceasefire, rebel disarmament and other issues would take
place in Oslo. April 9: The URNG released a communique confirming agreement to participate in
the talks. The statement added that the negotiations must be public, and open to the press. Luis
Roberto Reyes, president of the Chamber of Agriculture, told reporters: "The guerrillas accepted
the president's proposal because their armed struggle has failed completely." Archbishop Prospero
Penados del Barrio expressed his concerns that rebel demands for nation-wide demilitarization
may lead to suspension of the talks. April 11: President Serrano announced that Catholic Church
and UN representatives would meet with rebel leaders April 15 to arrange a date and location
for the proposed negotiations. April 12: Serrano said there will be no unilateral reduction in the
Guatemalan armed forces, but rather a cutback on the part of all Central American nations. He
added that as long as an armed rebel movement exists, a reduction in troop strength will not
be implemented. April 13: Norwegian Development and Cooperation Minister Grette Faremo
said that once peace is achieved, her government would implement an economic aid package for
reconstruction of the areas most affected by the war. The URNG released a statement emphasizing
the importance of including proposals from both sides in the peace talks "without...prior conditions,
advantages, or restraints." The rebels said that the only solution to the armed conflict would be
through "political accords, practical measures and verification arrangements" that include the
protection of rebel camps until they have been fully reintegrated into civilian life. The URNG
described the president's plan as "positive," but added that negotiations should lead to total
demilitarization and democratization. April 15: Rebel commanders Pablo Monsanto and Gaspar
Ilom met with CNR president Msgr. Quezada, CNR members Amilcar Burgos, Teresa de Zarco
and Fernando Andrade, and UN observer Francesc Vendrell in an undisclosed location in Mexico
City to develop a peace talk agenda. Both the URNG and the government submitted proposals.
Mutual Support Group (GAM) president Nineth de Garcia said that the plan offered nothing to
restore social justice, such as in reducing unemployment, illiteracy or malnutrition. She said, "We
are not just trying to silence the guns, but to attack the roots of the conflict." April 17: At a press
conference in Guatemala City, Msgr. Quezada reported that both sides had demonstrated an "open
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politicalwill" to participate in talks on April 24-25. He said proposals by the government and the
URNG were currently being examined in order to develop an agenda for the negotiations. Quezada
said that the government delegation at the talks would be headed by a senior official, and the rebel
delegation, by a field commander. Next, he said that the URNG proposal "reiterates positions
expressed in prior" statements." [Basic data from Inter Press Service, 04/11/91; EFE, 04/15/91; AFP,
04/15/91, 04/17/91; ACAN-EFE, 04/08/91, 04/10-13/91, 04/15/91, 04/18/91; Prensa Latina (Cuba)
04/13/91; AFP, 04/15/91, 04/17/91]
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